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we know what they are saying about 
our involvement in Iraq. We know what 
they are saying about our standing in 
the world community. We know that. 
It is going to take a long time to re-
build it. The longer we persist in this 
unconscionable, unwinnable quagmire 
war in Iraq, the longer it is going to 
take us to get our standing back in the 
word community. Try we must. We 
need to bring this war to its conclu-
sion. 

It is not losing the war. People say: 
We can’t lose it. I wasn’t in the Senate, 
but I was in the House of Representa-
tives when the Vietnam war finally 
came to a close. We heard the same ar-
guments then, that we can’t afford to 
lose, that the whole of Southeast Asia 
would be in flames, communism would 
take over the Philippines, communism 
would take over Indonesia. We heard it 
time after time. Guess what. None of it 
happened. And you look back now and 
you go down here to the Vietnam Me-
morial wall and you read those names 
and you think about their sacrifice, 
families that were left behind, chil-
dren, loved ones. You wonder what for. 
What for? They served their country 
proudly. They did their duty. But you 
wonder in the end, what was it for? 

I think, as we look back on this war 
in Iraq years from now, the thousands 
of Americans who have lost their lives, 
we will ask that same question: What 
for? Why? War is not the answer. Esca-
lation is not the answer. We need to 
bring our troops home. 

Those on the other side are saying we 
ought to talk about cutting off fund-
ing. That is going to come. We are 
going to have a supplemental appro-
priations bill. It will be here probably 
in the next couple months. I, for one, 
am going to do everything I can to 
make sure we have some kind of 
amendment on that bill which will 
limit the President’s ability to spend 
the taxpayers’ money on the war in 
Iraq. After all, the Constitution gives 
us the power of the purse strings, not 
the President. If we want to say: Mr. 
President, you can spend the money to 
redeploy troops out of Iraq and to pro-
tect them while they are being de-
ployed, you can do that, but you can’t 
spend any of that money to send any 
more troops there and put them in 
harm’s way and have them going door 
to door in Baghdad and have them be 
shot at by snipers, we will have that 
opportunity when the supplemental ap-
propriations bill comes before us. 

Right now is time for us as a Senate 
to stand up and say whether we ap-
prove of the escalation or disapprove. 
Republican Senators on the other side 
of the aisle won’t even give us that op-
portunity. I hope they hear from more 
families like the letters I just read. 
Maybe we will get that opportunity. It 
is time for us to quit shirking our re-
sponsibility, time for us to stand up 
and say whether we are for the esca-
lation. I, for one, am not. Maybe others 
are for it. I think that is what we 
ought to debate, and that is what we 
ought to vote on. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

FIRST LIEUTENANT JACOB FRITZ 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I rise to 
express my sympathy over the loss of 
U.S. Army 1LT Jacob Fritz of Ne-
braska. Lieutenant Fritz was killed 
near Karbala, Iraq on January 20. He 
was 25 years old. 

Lieutenant Fritz was raised on his 
family’s farm near Verdon, NE. From a 
young age, Lieutenant Fritz knew he 
wanted to be a leader. After graduating 
from Dawson-Verdon High School in 
2000, he followed through on this goal. 
I had the honor of nominating Lieuten-
ant Fritz to the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point. He graduated from the 
Academy in 2005. His brother, Daniel 
Fritz, 22, followed in his footsteps and 
is currently in his third year at West 
Point. Like his brother Jake, I had the 
privilege of nominating Dan to West 
Point. 

Lieutenant Fritz was leading a unit 
of more than 30 soldiers in Iraq since 
October. Lieutenant Fritz described his 
mission as a liaison between Iraqi po-
lice and the U.S. Army. He said the 
work was challenging, but rewarding. 

Lieutenant Fritz was buried on Janu-
ary 31 with full military honors in a 
church cemetery 4 miles from his fam-
ily home near Verdon, NE. Family and 
friends paid their final respects in a 
moving service that reminded all of the 
courage, commitment, and sacrifice of 
soldiers like Lieutenant Fritz. As his 
childhood friend Air Force 1LT Brett 
Cooper remembered, a life of service to 
his country followed by a retirement to 
the small town life that he loved was 
all that Lieutenant Fritz wanted. 
We’re proud of Lieutenant Fritz’s serv-
ice to our country as well as the serv-
ice of thousands of brave Americans 
who are currently serving in Iraq. 

In addition to his brother Dan, Lieu-
tenant Fritz is survived by his parents 
Lyle and Noala and his younger broth-
er Ethan. 

I ask my colleagues to join me and 
all Americans in honoring 1LT Jacob 
Fritz. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNITION OF G. MARTIN 
WAGNER 

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, 
today I honor G. Martin Wagner—a 
dedicated public servant who, on Janu-
ary 31, 2007, retired from Federal serv-
ice after 31 years. 

Marty Wagner has had an exemplary 
career working for the Federal Govern-
ment. Far removed from the apoc-
ryphal ‘‘faceless bureaucrat’’ that so 
many of those who wrongly belittle our 
Federal workforce often refer to, Marty 
should serve as an example to us all in 
how to best serve the people of this 
great country. Marty was a leader and 
a doer who accomplished much over 
the past three decades, and leaves the 
Federal Government a far better place 
than how he found it. 

Over his 31 years in the Federal civil 
service, Marty earned many honors and 
awards for his efforts to make the Fed-
eral Government a better place to work 
for all Federal employees. His service 
has also resulted in a Federal Govern-
ment that is more caring and respon-
sive to the needs of the American pub-
lic. 

Marty grew up in Tucson, AZ. In his 
youth, he played guitar and sang folk 
songs in old time ‘‘hootenannies.’’ He 
has a deep, recognizable voice, which 
would have served him well as a profes-
sional musician or radio persona. For-
tunately for us, his career took a dif-
ferent path and Marty became a dedi-
cated, hard-working Federal em-
ployee—serving in a number of agen-
cies and departments over the past 31 
years. 

Most of us who know and have 
worked with Mr. Wagner over the 
years, associate him with his almost 
two decades of service with the General 
Services Administration, GSA, where 
he has been an innovative leader and 
promoter of initiatives for improved 
and more accessible information tech-
nology for Federal workers and the 
public alike. Most recently, Marty has 
served as Deputy Commissioner of the 
new Federal Acquisition Service, FAS. 
Prior to accepting this position, Mary 
also served as Acting Commissioner 
and Acting Deputy Commissioner of 
FAS. However, Marty was also a leader 
before his days at GSA, and I call to 
my colleagues attention just one of his 
major accomplishments over his Fed-
eral career. 

Early on, Marty was an economic an-
alyst at the Environmental Protection 
Agency. His outstanding work in the 
environmental arena proved to be in-
valuable to the quality of the air we 
breathe. In addressing the economic 
impact of pending EPA regulations, 
Marty was instrumental in producing 
the findings that resulted in the first 
requirement to remove lead from gaso-
line. I believe Marty could have retired 
at this point and have served his coun-
try well but, fortunately, this was just 
the first step in a long and distin-
guished career with the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

G. Martin Wagner was a masterful 
manager and leader of innovative 
change within the Federal Govern-
ment. The results of his untiring ef-
forts over the past 30 years are evident 
in numerous Federal programs, result-
ing in a much more effective and effi-
cient Federal Government. 
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Throughout his career, Deputy Com-

missioner Wagner has been a leader for 
positive change and modernization. 
When you worked with Marty you 
knew where you stood and that his po-
sitions were based upon his strong per-
sonal beliefs in how best to serve the 
American public and the Federal em-
ployees that he managed and with 
whom he worked. He is an honest, 
straightforward individual who did not 
shy away from challenges and difficult 
issues but, rather, sought the middle 
ground of compromise while always 
championing progress and better serv-
ice. 

From his work on implementing the 
gargantuan task of modernizing Fed-
eral telecommunications to his per-
sonal crusade of making sure each and 
every Federal worker was treated with 
respect and provided opportunities for 
advancement, Marty Wagner has al-
ways proved to be a capable and inno-
vative leader. When we think of a gov-
ernment that is more efficient and ef-
fective, we need to pay our thanks to 
the good work of Deputy Commissioner 
Wagner. 

I am sure that Marty’s retirement 
from the Federal Government will not 
be the last we hear of him. Such an ac-
tive, well-rounded, intelligent indi-
vidual is not going to just while away 
the hours but, rather, seek out new 
challenges and opportunities to help 
his country and fellow citizens. 

G. Martin Wagner and his good work 
will be missed but not forgotten.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF BEASOR 
WALKER 

∑ Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, today I 
honor Mr. Beasor Walker, who has 
lived a life of great service to our Na-
tion and to my hometown of Tusca-
loosa, AL. 

Beasor was a celebrated soldier in the 
Second World War, where he fought in 
the June 6, 1944, Invasion of Normandy. 
Despite a wound to his side, Beasor 
stayed with his unit during the dura-
tion of the fight and was promoted to 
company commander. Wounded again, 
he returned to his unit a second time 
in order to fight against the Nazis in 
the December 1944 Battle of the Bulge. 
It was during this offensive that he 
earned the Distinguished Service Cross, 
two Silver Stars, three Bronze Stars, 
and two Purple Hearts. After 27 years 
of distinguished service to the U.S. 
Army, including time at Fort Jackson, 
where he trained replacement troops 
for the Korean War, Beasor retired as a 
colonel. 

A graduate of the University of Ala-
bama, Beasor was elected sheriff of 
Tuscaloosa County in 1970. He served as 
sheriff until 1991, and during his 
lengthy tenure he was able to greatly 
improve Tuscaloosa County. Beasor is 
responsible for integrating the Sher-
iff’s Department, streamlining the 
homicide squads, and extensively 
working to improve the Alabama Boys’ 
and Girls’ Ranch. Beasor has been in-

ducted to both the Alabama Military 
Hall of Honor and the Alabama Law 
Enforcement Hall of Fame. 

His service to the Nation has been ex-
ceptional, and Beasor Walker is more 
than deserving of this recognition. His 
sacrifices are appreciated and impor-
tant to the freedom we enjoy every 
day. I hope my colleagues will join me 
in thanking my friend Beasor Walker 
for his service to our Nation and to the 
State of Alabama.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:29 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 433. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
1700 Main Street in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
as the ‘‘Scipio A. Jones Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 514. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
16150 Aviation Loop Drive in Brooksville, 
Florida, as the ‘‘Sergeant Lea Robert Mills 
Brooksville Aviation Branch Post Office’’. 

H.R. 577. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
3903 South Congress Avenue in Austin, 
Texas, as the ‘‘Sergeant Henry Ybarra III 
Post Office Building’’ . 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 35. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National 
Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 433. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
1700 Main Street in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
as the ‘‘Scipio A. Jones Post Office Build-
ing’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 514. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
16150 Aviation Loop Drive in Brooksville, 
Florida, as the ‘‘Sergeant Lea Robert Mills 
Brooksville Aviation Branch Post Office’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 577. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
3903 South Congress Avenue in Austin, 
Texas, as the ‘‘Sergeant Henry Ybarra III 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 35. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National 
Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 

accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–592. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Emerald 
Ash Borer; Quarantined Areas; Michigan’’ 
(Docket No. APHIS–2006–0131) received on 
February 5, 2007; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–593. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Avermectin; Pesticide Tolerances for Emer-
gency Exemptions’’ (FRL No. 8110–8) received 
on February 5, 2007; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–594. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Tris (2-ethylhexyl) Phosphate; Exemption 
from the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL 
No. 8112–2) received on February 5, 2007; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–595. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to an Average 
Procurement Unit Cost and a Program Ac-
quisition Unit Cost breach; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–596. A communication from the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency’s biennial strategic plan; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–597. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; State of Utah; Ad-
ministrative Procedures’’ (FRL No . 8275–2) 
received on February 5, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–598. A communication from the Admin-
istrator, General Services Administration, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Adminis-
tration’s Performance and Accountability 
Report for fiscal year 2006; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–599. A communication from the Senior 
Counsel, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Im-
plementation of the Private Security Officer 
Employment Authorization Act of 2004’’ 
(RIN1110–AA23) received on February 5, 2007; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–600. A communication from the Chair-
man, Federal Election Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
its budget request for fiscal year 2008; to the 
Committee on Rules and Administration. 

EC–601. A communication from the Legal 
Advisor, Wireless Telecommunications Bu-
reau Broadband Division, Federal Commu-
nications Commission, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Re-
channelization of the 17.7–19.7 GHz Fre-
quency Band for Fixed Microwave Services 
Under Part 101 of the Commission’s Rules’’ 
(WT Docket No. 04–143) received on February 
5, 2007; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–602. A communication from the Chief of 
Staff, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
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